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for getting redress against  grievances from   his  own caste-
fellows in spite of the fact that they live in   close   vicinity
of the litigious Chitpavans.    Even otherwise, he seldom takes-
the initiative, since  he has   no  ability, money or time to in-
dulge in such costly and tedious proceedings. Till very recently
he    was    satisfied   with the    decisions   of   the   panchayat.
Nowadays with slightly improved economic conditions he also-
casually consults the lawyer for legal  advice both on matters,
civil as well as criminal.    But it is still rare.
Conservative by nature, orthodox by tradition and in-
dustrious by necessity, he finds little time for indulging in.
activities other than those related to his occupation. Only
in his childhood he might have spent some time in playing,
what minor games he could while grazing the cattle.
But tradition has preserved two occasions at about intervals
of six months for his recreation, the first being Goitr and the
second Shimga.
Of all the festivals the Kunbi observes, these two are
considered the most important by him. There is a good deal,
of dancing, drinking and good food ; and a Kunbi is very par-
ticular in making savings for these festivals. The occasion
for community-dancing in which each and every member of
his caste, excepting the physically disabled, participates is the
Gour festival. In Shitnga there is more of merrymaking, but
community-dancing is absent. It is left to small groups to form
dancing parties; others are expected to join and sing the
chorus. Each hamlet usually organizes only one dancing party
for each type of dance, competition amongst residents of the
same area being disapproved. Although these festivals serve as
a sort of recreation to the Kunbi, who enjoys a lot of fun during
the festivals and even few days prior to them, his attitude to-
wards these festivals is more of a religious nature. He has firm-
belief in the efficacy and religious significance of the participa-
tion. If he is unable to participate he thinks that he
has missed something very important, Even then a keen
observer $fh detect a slow but gradual change in the attitude-
of the Kunbi towards dancing. He has not become so sophisti-
cated as to look down upon these activities nor has become
so much physically run down and degenerate as not